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Other Words for Home  

by Jasmine Warga 

Sent with her mother to the safety of a 

relative's home in Cincinnati when her 

Syrian community is overshadowed by 

violence, Jude worries for the beloved 

family members who were left behind 

and forges a new sense of identity 

shaped by friends and changing  

Perspectives. 

Pet by Akwaeke Emezi 
 

In a near-future society that claims to 

have gotten rid of all monstrous 

people, a creature emerges from a 

painting seventeen-year-old Jam's 

mother created, a hunter from 

another world seeking a real-life 

monster.  

The Lifters by Dave Eggers 
 

What if nothing was as it seemed? 

What if the ground beneath your feet 

was not made of solid earth and 

stone but had been hollowed into 

hundreds of tunnels and passage-

ways? What if there were mysterious 

forces in these tunnels, mere inches 

below you as you sit in class or eat a 

banana?  

Maybe He Just Likes You by 
Barbara Dee 
 

When boys in her class start 

touching seventh-grader Mila and 

making her feel uncomfortable, she 

does not want to tell her friends or 

mother until she reaches her 

breaking point.  

Merci Suárez Changes Gear 
by Meg Medina 
Thoughtful, strong-willed sixth-

grader Merci Suarez navigates difficult 

changes with friends, family, and 

everyone in between.  

Breakout by Kate Messner 

From multiple perspectives, tells of a 

time capsule project and the middle 

schoolers who contribute, including fu-

ture journalist Nora Tucker and new-

comer Elidee Jones, whose brother is in 

the local prison.  

The Bridge Home by  
Padma Venkatraman  

Four determined homeless children 

make a life for themselves in Chennai, 

India before school starts again.  

No Fixed Address  
by Susin Nielsen 
 

Twelve-year-old Felix's appearance on 

a television game show reveals that he 

and his mother have been homeless 

for a while, but also restores some of 

his faith in other people. 



Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed  
 

In Pakistan, Amal holds onto her dream 

of being a teacher even after becoming 

an indentured servant to pay off her 

family's debt to the wealthy and corrupt 

Khan family.  

The Assassination of 
Brangwain Spurge by  
M.T. Anderson 
 

Elf historian Brangwain Spurge is sent 

to goblin country to deliver a peace 

offering to their dark lord and spy 

on the goblin kingdom, but he and his 

goblin host commit a 

series of blunders that might bring 

their nations to war.  

Sweep by Jonathan Auxier  

In nineteenth-century England, after 

her father's disappearance Nan 

Sparrow, ten, works as a "climbing 

boy," aiding chimney sweeps, but when 

her most treasured possessions end up 

in a fireplace, she unwittingly creates a 

golem.  

It Wasn’t Me by Dana Alison Levy 
 

A middle-grade Breakfast Club tale finds 

six very different students transcending 

stereotypes to work together during a 

mandated detention when they are 

wrongly blamed for a vandalism incident.  

The Truth as Told by Mason 

Buttle by Leslie Connor  

As he grieves is best friend Benny’s 

death, Mason and his friend Calvin, who 

are targeted by the neighborhood 

bullies, create an underground haven for 

themselves, but when Calving goes          

missing Mason finds himself in trouble. 

 

Harbor Me 
by Jacqueline Woodson  
 

When six students are chosen to 

participate in a weekly talk with no 

adults allowed, they discover that when 

they're together, it's safe to share the 

hopes and fears they have to hide from 

the rest of the world crosses paths 

The Night Diary by  
Veera Hiranandani 
 

Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to 

flee her home with her Hindu family 

during the 1947 partition of India, 

tries to find her voice and make sense 

of the world falling apart around her 

by writing to her deceased Muslim 

mother in the pages of her diary.  

City of Ghosts by  
Victoria Schwab 
 

Ever since Cass almost drowned 

(okay, she did drown, but she 

doesn’t like to think about it), she 

can pull back the Veil that separates 

the living from the dead...and enter 

the world of spirits. Her best friend is 

even a ghost. 

The Next Great Paulie Fink 
by Ali Benjamin 
 

Led by new student Caitlyn, seventh

-graders at a tiny rural school in 

Vermont create a reality-show 

inspired competition to determine 

who will replace the school's 

legendary class clown, Paulie Fink.  

Book Both Ways by 
Jason Reynolds 
 

A whimsical exploration of the role 

detours play in life follows a group of 

students who become so engaged in 

everyday activities while taking 10 

different routes home from school that 

they fail to notice a school bus that has 

dropped from the sky.  

Small Spaces by  
Katherine Arden 
 

After eleven-year-old Ollie's school 

bus mysteriously breaks down on a 

field trip, she has to take a trip through 

scary woods, and must use all of her 

wits to survive. She must stick 

to small spaces.  

Genesis Begins Again by  
Alicia Williams 
 

Thirteen-year 

old Genesis tries again and again to 

lighten her black skin, thinking it is 

the root of her family's troubles, 

before discovering reasons to love 

herself as is.  


