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The Poet X  

Elizabeth Acevedo 

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and 
unable to hide in her Harlem 
neighborhood. Ever since her body 
grew into curves, she has learned 
to let her fists and her fierceness 
do the talking. 

 
 
I’m Not Dying with You Tonight  

Kimberly Jones & Gilly Segal 

Told from two viewpoints,  
Atlanta high school seniors  
Lena and Campbell, one black, 
one white, must rely on each other 
to survive after a football rivalry 
escalates into a riot. 

 
 
Destroy All Monsters  

Sam J. Miller 

Solomon and Ash both  
experienced a traumatic event 
when they were twelve. Ash lost 
all memory of that event when 
she fell from Solomon's tree-
house. Since then, Solomon has  
retreated further and further into a 

world he seems to have created in his own 
mind. As Solomon slips further into the place 
he calls Darkside, Ash realizes her only chance 
to free her best friend from his pain is to recall 
exactly what happened that day in his backyard 
and face the truth--together. 

 
 
American Street 
Ibi Aanu Zoboi 

When Fabiola's mother is  
detained upon their arrival to the 
United States, Fabiola must  
navigate her loud American  
cousins, the grittiness of Detroit's 
west side, a new school, and a surprising  
romance all on her own. 

 

Female of the Species  

Mindy McGinnis 

Alex Craft knows how to kill  

someone. And she doesn't feel bad 

about it. When her older sister, Anna, 

was murdered three years ago and 

the killer walked free, Alex uncaged 

the language she knows best. The language of 

violence. 

 

 

Heroine 

Mindy McGinnis 

When a car crash sidelines Mickey just 

before softball season, she has to find 

a way to hold on to her spot as the 

catcher. Behind the plate is the only 

place she's ever felt comfortable, and 

the painkillers she's been prescribed 

can help her get there.  But as the pressure to be 

Mickey Catalan heightens, her need increases, 

and it becomes less about pain and more about 

want, something that could send her spiraling out 

of control. 

 

 

Brave Face: A Memoir  

Shaun David Hutchinson 

“I wasn’t depressed because I was 
gay. I was depressed and gay.” 
Shaun David Hutchinson was nine-
teen. Confused. Struggling to find 
the vocabulary to understand and 
accept who he was and how he fit 
into a community in which he  

couldn’t see himself. The voice of depression told 
him that he would never be loved or wanted, while 
powerful and hurtful messages from society told 

him that being gay meant love and happiness 
weren’t for him. 

Books dealing 

with violence, 

drugs, abuse and  

mental illness 



Shout  

Laurie Halse Anderson 

In free verse, Anderson shares  
reflections, rants, and calls to action 
woven between deeply personal 
stories from her life that she's never 
written about before. Searing and 
soul-searching, this important  
memoir is a denouncement of our 
society's failures and a love letter to 

all the people with the courage to say #MeToo 
and #TimesUp, whether aloud, online, or only in 
their own hearts. Shout speaks truth to power in a 
loud, clear voice-- and once you hear it, it is  
impossible to ignore. 

 
Starfish 
Akemi Dawn Bowman 
Kiko Himura yearns to escape the 
toxic relationship with her mother by 
getting into her dream art school, but 
when things do not work out as she 
hoped Kiko jumps at the opportunity 
to tour art schools with her childhood 
friend, learning life-changing truths about herself 
and her past along the way. 

 
The Best Lies  

Sarah Lyu 

Remy Tsai was happy once. She 
had her boyfriend Jack, and Elise, 
her best friend. But now Jack is 
dead, shot through the chest-- and it 
was Elise who pulled the trigger. As 
the police investigate, Remy sifts 

through her memories, looking for a scrap of truth 
that could save the friendship that means  
everything to her. 

 
Bad Romance  

Heather Demetrios 

When Grace and Gavin fall in love, 
Grace is sure it's too good to be true. 
She has no idea their relationship will 
become a prison she's unable to  
escape. 
 

Hello Girls  

Brittany Cavallaro & Emily Henry 

Best friends are forged by fire. For 
Winona Olsen and Lucille Pryce, 
that fire happened the night they met 
outside the police station, both  
deciding whether to turn their  
families in for abuse and  

mistreatment. They realize they can't wait until 
graduation to start their new lives. They need out. 
Now. All they need is three grand, fast. And  
really, a stolen convertible to take them from 
Michigan to Las Vegas can't hurt. 

 
Becoming Beatriz  

Tami Charles 

In 1984 in the barrios of Newark, Be-
atriz Mendez is looking forward to 
dancing at her fifteenth birthday, be-
cause dancing is her true passion in 
life, but when her brother Juni, gang-
leader of the Puerto Rican gang the Diablos, is 
killed by the rival Haitian Macoute gang she finds 
herself thrust into the role of gang-leader and 
drug dealer--until she meets Nassar, a dorky Hai-
tian boy who shares and reignites her passion for 
dancing. 

 
We’ll Fly Away  

Bryan Bliss 

Toby and Luke are best friends, 
bound by a goal of leaving their 
hometown for Luke's wrestling 
scholarship, but a series of events 
during their senior year will test 
their resolve. 

 
Solo  

Kwame Alexander 

Seventeen-year-old Blade endeavors 
to resolve painful issues from his past 
and navigate the challenges of his 
former rockstar father's addictions, 

scathing tabloid rumors, and a  
protected secret threatens his own identity. 

Dear Martin  

Nic Stone 

Writing letters to the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., seventeen-year-old 
college-bound Justyce McAllister 
struggles to face the reality of race 
relations today and how they are 
shaping him. 

 
Hey, Kiddo  

Jarrett J. Krosoczka 

In kindergarten, Jarrett 
Krosoczka's teacher asks him to 
draw his family, with a mommy 
and a daddy. But Jarrett's family 
is much more complicated than 
that. His mom is an addict, in and out of rehab, 
and in and out of Jarrett's life. His father is a 
mystery -- Jarrett doesn't know where to find 
him, or even what his name is. Jarrett lives 
with his grandparents -- two very loud, very 
loving, very opinionated people who had 
thought they were through with raising children 
until Jarrett came along. 

 
Far from the Tree Robin Benway 

Being the middle child has its ups 
and downs.  But for Grace, an only 
child who was adopted at birth,  
discovering that she is a middle 
child is a different ride altogether. 
After putting her own baby up for 

adoption, she goes looking for her biological 
family, including--  Maya, her loudmouthed 
younger bio sister, who has a lot to say about 
their newfound family ties. And Joaquin, their 
stoic older bio brother, who has no interest in 
bonding over their shared biological mother. 
After seventeen years in the foster care  
system, he's learned that there are no heroes, 
and secrets and fears are best kept close to 
the vest, where they can't hurt anyone but him. 
 
If you are struggling, you can reach out to: 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline:  

1-800-273-8255  
The Trevor Project: 
1-866-488-7386   

tel:1-866-488-7386

