
NON-FICTION 
 
Life in Motion (Young Reader's Edition)  
By Misty Copeland 
Misty Copeland, an African-American soloist at the 
American Ballet Theatre, shares her harrowing life 
story from her humble beginnings to dancing with 
one of the most prestigious ballet companies in the 
world. 
 
My Shot  
By Elena Delle Donne 
The professional basketball player and 2016 Olympic 
gold medalist shares her inspirational story of over-
coming the challenges of competitive sports through 
balancing hard work and the support of family.  
 
All Heart  
By Carli Lloyd 
The celebrated star of the U.S. women's national soc-
cer team chronicles her amazing journey to the top. 
 
Strong Inside  
By Andrew Maraniss 
A week after Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a 
Dream" speech, Wallace enrolled in high school and 
his sensational jumping, dunking, and rebounding 
abilities quickly earned him the attention of college 
basketball recruiters from top schools across the  
nation. When Vanderbilt University recruited Wallace 
to play basketball, he courageously accepted the  
assignment to desegregate the Southeastern  
Conference. The hateful experiences he would  
endure on campus and in the hostile gymnasiums of 
the Deep South turned out to be the stuff of  
nightmares. Yet Wallace persisted, endured, and  
met this unthinkable challenge head on. 
 
Proud (Young Reader's Edition)  
By Ibtihaj Muhammad 
Learn  the life story of the Olympic fencer, including 
how she overcame feeling out of place in her sport 
and how she became the first American woman to 
compete in the Olympics wearing a hijab. 

 Check, Please! by Ukazu, Ngozi 
 Eric Bittle may be a former junior  
 figure skating champion, vlogger  
 extraordinaire, and very talented  
 amateur pâtissier, but being a  
 freshman on the Samwell  
 University hockey team is a whole 
new challenge.  

 
Top Prospect by Paul Volponi 
Travis, a pre-teen quarterback with big potential, 
gets the opportunity of a lifetime when the coach of 
Gainesville University football program offers him a 
scholarship before Travis even gets to high school. 
 
Spinning by Tillie Walden 
It was the same every morning. 
Wake up, grab the ice skates, and 
head to the rink while the world  
was still dark. Weekends were 
spent in glitter and tights at  
competitions. Perform. Smile. And 
do it again. She was good. She won. 
And she hated it. 
 

 The Heartbeats of Wing Jones  
 By Katherine Webber 
 Half-Chinese, half-black Wing Jones   
 has always worshiped her older  
 brother, but when he kills two  
 people in a car accident and barely  
 survives himself, Wing's only solace  
 is running. 
 

A Season of Daring Greatly  
By Ellen Emerson White 
Eighteen-year-old Jill Cafferty just 
made history. Her high school's star 
pitcher, she is now the first  
woman drafted by a major league 
baseball team. Only days after her 
high school graduation, she'll join 
the Pittsburgh Pirates' Class A Short Season 
team...but not everyone is happy to have her there. 
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Rebound by Kwame Alexander 
In the summer of 1988, twelve-year-old Chuck 
Bell is sent to stay with his grandparents, where 
he discovers jazz and basketball and learns 
more about his family's past. 
 
Tumbling by Caela Carter 
After sacrificing their child- 
hoods, Grace, Leigh, Camille, 
Wilhelmina, and Monica are  
competing in the two days of  
the U.S. Olympic Gymnastics  
Trials, after which their lives  
will change forever.  
 
Brawler by Neil Connelly 
High school champion wrestler Eddie MacIntyre 
does not mind his well-earned reputation as a 
loose cannon, but when he punches a referee 
he not only loses his chance at the state cham-
pionships, he gets expelled from school--facing 
the strong possibility of joining his father in 
prison. 
 
Gutless by Carl Deuker 
With both good speed and good hands, wide 
receiver Brock Ripley should be a natural for 
the varsity team, but he shies from physical 
contact. When his issues get him cut from  
varsity, he also loses his friendship with star 
quarterback Hunter Gates. Now a target for 
bullying, Brock struggles to overcome his fears 
and discover that, in his own way, he is brave 
enough. 
 
The Prodigy by John Feinstein 
Seventeen-year-old golf prodigy Frank seems 
ready to blaze his way into Masters  
Tournament history, but his college plans are 
jeopardized by his father's sponsorship plans 
that threatens to ruin Frank's amateur status. 

 

Broken Beautiful Hearts by Kami Garcia  
Injured high school soccer star Peyton 
Rios escapes to a small southern town 
after an abusive relationship leaves her 
reeling, and meets someone new. 
 
 
Baseball Genius by Tim Green 
An average kid with an above average talent for  
predicting baseball pitches tries to help his favorite  
player out of a slump. 
 
Coming Up for Air by Miranda Kenneally 
When high school senior Maggie realizes there is more to 
life than swimming, she may be placing her long-term 
friendship with teammate Levi and her hope of an  
Olympic tryout at risk. 
 

 Lone Stars by Mike Lupica 
 When Coach Coop, a former star player  
 for the Dallas Cowboys, starts  
 exhibiting side effects from the many  
 concussions he suffered while playing    
 professionally, twelve-year-old wide  
 receiver Clay Hollis becomes  
 determined to help him get through  
 the football season until Thanksgiving, 

when Coach plans to attend a ceremony honoring him 
and his former Super Bowl-winning teammates. 

Home and Away by Candice  
Montgomery 
Tasia Quirk is a young, Black  
senior with great friends and a 
supportive and wealthy family.  
She even plays football as the  
only girl on her private high 
school's team. When she catches 
her mamma trying to stuff a mysterious box in the 
closet, her identity is suddenly called into question. 
 

 Lu by Jason Reynolds 
 Lu knows he can lead Ghost,  
 Patina, Sunny, and the team to   
 victory at the championships, but  
 it might not be as easy as it seems.  
 Suddenly, there are hurdles in Lu's  
 way--literally and not-so-literally-- 
 and Lu needs to figure out, fast, 

what winning the gold really means. 
 
After the Shot Drops by Randy 
Ribay 
Told from alternating  
perspectives, Bunny takes a  
basketball scholarship to an elite 
private school to help his family, 
leaving behind Nasir, his best 
friend, in their tough Philadelphia 
neighborhood. 
 

 Ascent by Roland Smith 
 Fifteen-year-old Peak Marcello is  
 invited to climb Hkakabo Razi, one  
 of the most isolated mountains  
 in the world, but getting there  
 involves a four-week trek through a  
 tropical rainforest that is rife with  
 hazards, which turn out to be more  
 dangerous than summiting the  

                               mountain itself. 

Heroine by Mindy McGinnis 
When a car crash sidelines Mickey just before  
softball season, she has to find a way to hold on to her 
spot as the catcher for a team expected to make a histor-
ic tournament run. Behind the plate is the only place 
she's ever felt comfortable, and the  
painkillers she's been prescribed can help her get there. 
But as the pressure to be Mickey Catalan heightens, her 
need increases, and it becomes less about pain and more 
about want, something that could send her spiraling out 
of control. 


